
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter    March 2017 

What a great February meeting we had –Mike 
Laptew was informative and had some great 
ideas on catching fish. I want to thank the board 
for approval to have him at the meeting and 
thank everyone who attended. 
 
Well once again it is snowing out as I am writing 
a President’s message. Just over a week ago 
temperatures were in the high 60’s. Great if you 
could get out to fish! I have had reports that the 
herring were starting to appear in rivers. Maybe 
if we can get some warmer weather we may see 
some early stripers. 
 
At the Bears Den show in February, I saw a lot of 
old members. Some who paid dues and have 
renewed their membership! And I spoke to some 
new people who also signed on. Great to 
welcome them back into the club. 
 
This month we are having the Harrison Bros come 
and speak. From a few people who have been on 
their guided trip it should be interesting. We also 
are seeing if we can set up a trip thru them 
guiding in the western Mass. River system-keep 
your eyes and ears open for more info on this. 
 
Howie is setting up some club trips so, 
again,watch the newsletter. We are also 
planning on changing the password for the 
newsletter so be aware and speak to a board 
member about the change. 
 
We are always looking for ideas and new 
members.Invite someone you know to a meeting. 
 
 
At the meetings voice your opinions. This is your 
club. 
 
Tight lines hope to see you,   
 
Joel  

President’s Letter 

IT’S TECHNICALLY SPRING….SOON THE FISHING BEGINS! 
 
 
 

 

March Speaker 
 

Harrison Brothers 
 

Guided Tours on Western 
MA Rivers 

 
See Notes further below 

 

 

 

NEXT MEETING: 
Tuesday March 28, 2017 

South Foxboro Community Center 
382 South St. Foxboro, MA 02035 

Time: 630pm to 9pm 
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TIME TESTED FRESH OR SALT 
 

Armand’s Skipping Bug 
 
   In 1950 the late Joe Brooks wrote the book Salt Water Fly Fishing.  During that 
time period, fishing in the salt with a fly rod was rare.  This historic book contains 
a list of fly patterns.  One of the top water patterns was Upperman Joe Brooks 
Popping Bug. 
 
This pattern included the following: Hook: 3/0 Z nickel, Body: white balsa wood, 1 
½ inch long round, flat face and Tail 3 inches long. 
 
   In 1965 to 1975, my early season striper fishing was done in the Taunton, Coles, 
Lee’s and the Kickamuit River systems. I fished from a canoe in coves and waded.  
I am a long line fly caster. With my 8 ½ foot glass rod I found the Brooks Popper 
was tough to cast.  I really believed the hook was too heavy. 
 
   I tied deer hair bugs for fresh water bass.  I decided to tie a bug for striped 
bass.  
  
Here is the original tie: Hook Mustad #3665A size 1/0 (no longer made in this 
size), Tail White bucktail 3 inches long, Body Natural deer body hair spun and 
trimmed. 
 
 Using this bug on my  8 ½ foot Shakespeare glass fly rod rated for 8 wgt. line, I 
lined the rod with AirCel or Cortland 333 wf-9-f on my Plueger Medalist 1495 reel.  
I was able to make 90 to 100 foot casts. 
 
  Typically I would paddle into a quiet cove.  Standing in the canoe I would cast 
my bug along the eel grass or open water and I stripped my bug in foot long strips.  
I love top water fishing.  Sometimes bass would use their tail and whack the bug 
and then come in for the kill.  Other times they made hard surprising strikes.  In 
the evening bass would give up their search for herring and take my small 
offering.  That was something I could never grasp.  The deer hair bug has been my 
favorite bug to use on the surface.  It works well on bluefish also. 
 

Armand’s Archives 
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 I remember a time when I had taken two bluefish over 12 pounds on a Gartside 
Grugler Bug. The bug was totally destroyed.  I reached into my bug book and put 
on the Armand’s Skipping Bug.  I thought after landing one fish it would be 
destroyed.  After six more blues the bug showed no indication of being destroyed.  
Being made of soft deer body hair, the bluefish would sink their teeth into the 
hair.  When the bug was made of hard plastic or wood, it would crack or break. 
 
  
 Armand’s Skipping Bug:  
 
Hook O’Shaugnessey Mustad #34011, Daiichi #X472, size                         
                    2/0.Thread Kevlar White or yellow, Tail: White bucktail 3 inch long, 
                   Body White, Yellow, or Natural deer body hair tied on then trimmed.                         
                   Cement Head. 
 
Fresh Water Armand’s Skipping Bug: 
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HARRISON ANGLERS 
Will give you a world class fly-fishing experience and we're located less than two 

hours from Boston. That's value you simply cannot beat! 
 

 
Our stint out west led to a chance of a lifetime to guide in La Junta, Chile. We guided 
the many great rivers and lakes of the northern Patagonia region. The Palena, Roselot, 
Figueroa, and Yelcho are all incredible glacial lake/river systems that are loaded with 
rainbows and huge brown trout. Although we had great experiences in other parts of 
the world, our loyalty remains here in Western Massachusetts, where we have guided 
year-round since 2007. Whether you're a veteran of many tight-lined battles or 
completely new to fly-fishing, let us show you the rivers we have gown to love from the 
comfort of our Aire fishing rafts! 
 

 
My brother Dan and I have guided full time since 2003.  We spent our first four seasons 
in West Glacier, Montana guiding the Flathead Rivers (north, south, middle forks).  
While chasing the west slope cutthroat trout that live in the glacial waters of the 
Flathead, we had the opportunity to run 3-5 day wilderness fishing trips in the Bob 
Marshall Wilderness area south of Glacier Park. These were fly in/pack in trips that 
floated through stretches of the upper middle fork, which is jammed with cutthroats that 
would eat big dries.  

Harrison Anglers   ~   232 Old Vernon Rd   Northfield, MA   01360   ~   413-222-6207   

~   info@harrisonanglers.com 

mailto:info@harrisonanglers.com�
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The 5 Trout Flies You Should Carry At 
All Times 

 
March 15, 2017   Ben Duchesney 
 
Courtesy Mid-Current News // Postfly 
 
 
 

 
 

 
With so many different patterns available today, even different options for the 
exact same fishing situation, it can be really tough choosing the right fly to pack in 
your flybox, let alone the one that you should tie on your leader next. Instead of 
carrying 60,000 flies in a loaded down fly vest, I like to carry one small flybox 
with only the flies that I know will work. Although to be honest, usually I 
just bring the latest Postfly trout fly selection. The next time you’re filling up your 
flybox, make sure you include these always effective fly patterns. 

http://postflybox.com/blog/2017/03/15/the-5-trout-flies-you-should-carry-at-all-times/�
http://postflybox.com/blog/2017/03/15/the-5-trout-flies-you-should-carry-at-all-times/�
http://postflybox.com/blog/2017/03/15/the-5-trout-flies-you-should-carry-at-all-times/�
http://postflybox.com/blog/author/bend/�
https://subscribe.postflybox.com/flybox-subscription?utm_source=PFB%20Blog&utm_campaign=5%20Trout%20Flies%20You%20Always%20Need&utm_medium=link&utm_content=top%20subscribe%20link�
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What are you going to tie on when you get to the river this spring?  
The Woolly Bugger. 
 
1) Woolly Bugger 
You knew it was coming, I’ve said the woolly bugger is the most effective pattern 
in history time and time again, but if it aint broke, don’t fix it. The woolly bugger 
combines all the right wiggle with all the right pulsating action, all packed into the 
perfect profile that just drive fish to strike. No matter what species you’re going 
after, the woolly bugger in various sizes and colors, should always have a home in 
your flybox. 

2) Prince Nymph 
I hate nymphs, but there’s always at least a few prince nymphs in my flybox at all 
times because they catch fish no matter what the conditions are time and time 
again. The prince nymph is all my brother fished throughout high school and he 
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nearly always out fished me. How he had the patience to literally fish the same fly 
for four years I’ll never know, but it probably has something to do with the fact 
that he was just always on fish. Even if you hate nymphing, this is one nymph you 
can’t deny. 

 
Nymphs always catch fish, but if you only want to carry one, a prince nymph is 
always a good choice. 
 
3) Stimulator 
I always like to keep something big and bushy in my flybox at all times, because 
you never know when you’re going to get the chance to watch trout slash at the 
surface for big bugs. For me, the stimulator is always my go-to bushy fly because 
of its proven effectiveness at catching fish, but also because the little pops of 
orange in most stimulators is just enough to convince fish to bite when they’re 
being picky. They always work well as the top fly in a dry/dropper rig, acting as 
an indicator for you to watch for a trout to grab that prince nymph you just tied on. 

4) Adams  
You should always have a few dry flies in your box at all times because it’s 
probably the most exciting way to fish for trout (except maybe chucking meaty 
streamers of course), but if I could only carry one dry fly I’d probably carry the 
Adams. Not only has this fly become a tradition, handed down by generations of  
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fly fishermen since basically the beginning, but it also does a great job at catching 
tons of fish. The subtle color scheme and perfect shape make this dry perfect for 
catching fish whenever you decide to tie it on…which should be often. 

 
 
The best fly in your box is the one that you have the most confidence in. 
 
5) Your Favorite Fly 
No matter what flies I tell you to carry, the one that is always going to work best is 
the one you have confidence in. There have been countless times that I’m fishing a 
fly that I don’t have confidence in, maybe because I never fish with it, and even if 
it’s the fly everyone else is catching fish on, it just won’t work for me. As soon as 
I switch to a confidence fly, boom, I’m hooking up. 

Confidence contributes to more than you think, and that goes for just about 
everything in this world, not just fly fishing. So next time you’re not sure what to 
tie on, switch to your favorite fly, even if your buddies are catching on something 
you don’t like. 
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“Fine Lines” 
 

Current and quotable: 
 

"All the romance of trout fishing exists in the mind 
of the angler and is in no way shared by the fish.” 

– Harold F. Blaisdell / The Philosophical 
Fisherman 

 
"The charm of fishing is that it is the pursuit of 

what is elusive but attainable—a perpetual series 
of occasions for hope.” –John Buchan 

 
"Some go to church and think about fishing. 

Others go fishing and think about God.” – Tony 
Blake 

 

 
 
 

 This is our monthly newsletter for the 2016-2017 season. Hope Everyone has a Great Winter 
doing what we like to do best: Flyfish! Stay Warm! See you at the Meetings.       Editor 

 

Captain Ray’s Guided Trip Raffle 
 
Tickets for Capt Ray’s guided trip Raffle 
are Still Available. Ask any board 
member. They are $15.00 a ticket. This 
is the best investment you can make to 
have a guided saltwater trip. So Pa-Leeze 
buy your tickets early. 
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